Book Reviews and the selection of special burying grounds, the duties of searchers and the segregation of the sick and of contacts in their own houses and the marking of the doors with red crosses, the setting aside of and sometimes the building of huts or special pest-houses, all these are well described. The attempts to provide nurses and watchers for the afflicted and gifts of alms in money and in kind, the appointment by the municipalities of physicians and apothecaries to treat the sick demonstrate the human side of the calamities which so often happened and which were so constantly threatening. The ritual of preventive measures culminating in the Plague Rules of the City of London in 1665 became an accepted part of life. The importance of these measures in bringing to the notice of the nation the need for some degree of control in sanitary matters is not so closely argued. For instance the influence of the plague on the operation of the Poor Laws led in the next century to the rise of the voluntary hospitals. The reason why plague disappeared so rapidly after 1665 was, according to Dr. Shrewsbury, the development of the all-sea trade between Europe and India, which abolished the caravan route for merchandise from the East across Asia Minor and with it the 'rodent pipe-line' for the transit of P. pestis from its Indian homeland to the ports of the Levant. The suggestion that the Great Fire of London was responsible is given a categorical denial. Defoe had attributed this theory to certain 'quacking' philosophers.
This work will remain for many years a sourcebook on the epidemics of plague in the British Isles. Dr. Shrewsbury has shown where our knowledge is deficient, and given a wealth of references for those who wish to carry out further inquiries. There is still much to learn. 
